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SNA 

Smu'ttiness. n.f [from fmutty.] 

i. Soil from fmokc. 

My vines and peaches, upon my beft fouth walls, were apt 
to a foot or fmuttinef upon their leaves and upon their fruits, 
which were good for nothing. ‘Temple. 

7 . Obfcenencfs. 

Smu'tty adj. [from fnut.] 

I. Black with fmoke or coal. 

The jmutty grain. 

With fudden blaze diffus'd, inflames the air. Milton. 

The jrnutty wainfcot full of cracks. Swift. 

He was a fmutty dog yefterday, and coft me near two hours 
to wafh the ink off his face. Pope. 

7. Tainted with mildew. 

Smutty corn will fell dearer at one time than the clean at 
another. Lode. 

3. Obfcene; not modeft. 

The place is a cenfurc of a profane and fmutty paffage in the 
Old Batchelor. Collier. 

Snack, n.f. [from fnatch . ] A {hare; a part taken by 

compact. 

If the mafter gets the better on’t, they come in for their 
fnack. L’Eji range. 

For four times talking, if one piece thou take, 

That muft be cantled, and the judge go fnack. Dryden. 

All my demurs but double his attacks; 

At laft he whifpers, “ Do, and we go fnacks.” Pope. 

Sna'cot n.f. A fifh. Ainfuorth. 

Sna'ffle. n.f. [ fnavel, Dutch, the nofe.j A bridle which 
croffes the nofe. 

The third o’ tlv world is your’s, which with a fn ffie 
You may pace eafy; but not fuch a wife. Sbakefpcart. 
Sooth him with praife; 

This, from his weaning, let him well be taught, 

And then betimes in a (oft fnafjle wrought. Dryden’s Georg. 
To Sna'ffle. v.a. [from the noun.J To bridle; to hold in 
a bridle; to hold ; to manage. 

SNAG. n.f. [Of this word I know not the etymology or ori- 

ginal -3 

1. A jag, or {harp protuberance. 

The one her other leg had lame. 

Which with a ftaff, all full of little /nags , 

She did difport, and impotence her name. Fairy Shtcen. 
'1 he coat of arms. 

Now on a naked fnag in triumph born. 

Was hung on high. Dryden’s /.En . 

2. A tooth left'by itfelf, or {landing beyond the reft. 

In China none hold women fwcet. 

Except their fnags are black as jet: 

King Chihu pit nine queens to death. 

Convict on ftatute, iv’ry teeth. Prior. 

Sna'gged. [adj. [from fnag.] Full of fnags; fuft of {harp 
Sna'ggy. 1 protuberances; {hooting into {harp points. 

His {talking fteps are flay’d 
Upon a Jnaggy oak, which he had torn 
Out of his mother’s bowels, and it made 
His mortal mace, wherewith his foemen he difmay’d. Spenf. 
Naked men belabouring one another with fragged flicks, or 
dully falling together by the ears at fifty-cuffs. More. 

Snail, n.f. [ j-ncejl, Saxon; fncgcl, Dutch.] 

1. A (limy animal which creeps on plants, fame with {hells on 
their backs. 

I'can tell why a [nail has a houfe.—Why ?—'Why, to put’s 
head in; not to give it away to his daughters, and leave his 
horns without a cafe. Shakef. King Lear. 

Fearful commenting 
Is leaden fervitor to dull delay; 

Delay leads impotent and fnail pac’d beggary. Soak. R. III. 

The patch is kind enough, but a huge feeder: 

Snail flow in profit, but he fleeps by day 

More than the wild cat. Shakefpcarc. 

Seeing the fnail, which every where doth roam. 

Carrying his own houfe ftill, ft ill is at home, 

Follow, for he is eafy-pac’d, this fnail 
Be thine own palace, or the world’s thy gaol. Donne. 

A river Jhaii- {hell decayed, {hewed fpar within. Woodward. 
There may be as many ranks of beings in the invifible 
world fuperior to us, as we ourfelves arc fuperior to all the 
ranks of being beneath us in this vifible world, even though 
we defeend below the fnail and the oyller. Jl atts. 

7. A name given to a drone from the flow motion of a fnail. 
Why prat’ft thou to thyfelf, and anfwer’ft not ? 

Dromio, thou drone, thou Jnail , thou Hug, thou fot! Sbak. 
Sna'il-clavfr, or Snail-trefoil, n.f. An herb. Ainfw’.rth. 
SNAKE, n. f [j-naca, Saxon; fnakt r, Dutch.] A ferpent of the 
oviparous kind, diftinguiftied from a viper. The {fiake’s bite 
is harmlcfs. Snake in poetry is a general name for a viper. 
Glo’fter’s {hew beguiles him ; 

As the Jr.ake , roll’d in a flow’ry bank. 

With ftiining checker’d (lough, doth fling a child. 

That for the beauty thinks it excellent. Shake/Hen. VI. 
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We have fcotch'd the fnake, not kill’d it: 

She’ll clofe, and be herfclf; whilll our poor malice 
Remains in danger of her former teeth. Shakefp. Mecletb 
The parts mull have their outlines in waves, refembline th 
gliding of if nake upon the ground : they muft be fmooth and 

eVCn ’ T Dryden’s DufrJan 

Nor chalk, nor crumbling ftones, the food of f takes 
That work in hollow earth their winding tracks. D r j ( 

Sna'keroot. n.f. [Jhake and root.] A fpecics of birthwore 
growing in Virginia and Carolina. Sec Rattlesnake 

ROOT. 

Sna'keshead Iris. n.f. [ hermodafiylus , Latin.] A plant 
The charadlers are: it hath a lily-fhapcd flower, 0 f one 
leaf, fhnped exadlly like an iris; but has a tuberofe root' 
divided into two or three dugs, like oblong bulbs. Miller ' 

Sna'keweed, or B fort, n.f [ bijiorta, Latin. ] A plant. 

It flowers in May; and, if the feafon proves moiil, will 
continue to produce new fpikes of flowers ’till Augufl- it 
may be propagated by planting the roots in a moift fbady bor¬ 
der, and will loon furnilh the ground with plants. Miller, 

Sna'kewood. n.f. [from fnake and wood.] 

What we call fiaiew od is properly the fmaller branches of 
the root of a tall ftrait tree growing in the ifland of Timor 
and other parts of the Eaft. It has no remarkable fmell; but 
is of an intenfely bitter tafte. The Indians are of opinion 
that it is a certain remedy for the bite of the hooded ferpent* 
and from thence its name of lignum colubrinum, or ftaitmrJ. 
We very feldom ufe it. Hill’s Mat. Mil. 

Sna'kv. adj. [from/n«£e.] 

1. Serpentine; belonging to a fnake ; refembling a fnake. 

Venomous tongue, tipt with vile adder's fling. 

Of that felf kind with which the furies fell 
Their fnaky heads do comb. Spefr. 

The true lovers knot had its original from nodus Uercula- 
neus, or Hercules’s knot, refembling the fnaky complication in 
the caduceus, or rod of Hermes Brown’s Vu'garEmurs. 

So to the coafl of Jordan he directs 
His eafy fteps, girded with fnaky wiles. Milton’s Par. Reg 

2 . Having ferpents. 

Look, look unto this fnaky rod. 

And flop your ears againlt the charming god. Ben. Jehrj.n. 

In his hand' 

He took caduceus, his fnaky wand. Hubbudks Tolt. 

What was that Jra/^-headed gorgon Afield 
That wife Minerva wore, unconquer’d virgin. 

Wherewith Ihe freez’d her foes to congeal’d flonc? Milton, 
His flying hat was faften’d on his head ; 

Wings on his heels were hung, and in his hand 
He holds the virtue of the fnaky wand. Dry (hr.. 

To SNAP. v.a. [The fame with knap.] 

1. To break at once; to break fliort. 

If tiie chain of ncceflity be no ftrongcr, but that it mayh'c 
flapped focafily in funder; if his will was no otherwifedeter¬ 
mined from without himfelf, but only by the fignificatinn of 
your defire, and my modeft intreaty, then we may conclude, 
human affairs are not always governed by ablolute ncceflity. 

Brand), again/l HMs. 
Light is broken like a body, as when ’tis flapped in pieces 
hy a tougher body. High- 

Daunilefs as death, away he walks; 

Breaks the doors open, fnaps the locks; 

Searches the parlour, chamber, ftudy, 

Nor flops ’till he has culprit’s body. Pritr. 

2. To ftrike with a knacking noife, lhap, or {harp knap. 

The bowzv fire 

Firft fhook from out his pipe the feeds of fire. 

Then fnapt his box. Duncuti. 

3. To bite. , 

A gentleman pafling by a coach, one of the horfes/«tM olt 
the end of his finger. IVif man's Surety. 

All mungrel curs bawl, fnarl, and flap, where the foe flies 
before him. L Efiror ,’/• 

A notion generally received, that a lion is dangerous to 
women who are not virgins, may have given occaiion to a 
foolifli report, that my lion’s jaws are fo contrived as to ft? 
the hands of any of the female fex, who are not thus qua 
lifted. jfdJifon’tSptat*- 

He flaps deceitful air with empty jaws. 

The fubtle hare darts fwift beneath his paws. 

4. To catch fuddenly and unexpectedly. , 

Sir Richard Graham tells the marquis he would fnap on 
the kids, and make fomc fliift to carry him dole t0 ' 
lodgings. 

Some with a noife and greafy light Buthr. 

Are fnapt, as men catch larks at niaht. 

You fliould have thought of this before you was ’ 
for now you arc in no danger to b e fnapt ftnging again. 

Did I not fee you, rai'cal, did I not! r)nie». 

When you lay fnug to fnap young Damon s go*t. 


Belated feem on watch to lie. 
And fnap fome cully pafling by. 


Swift- 

[Sr.appon 
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, rS,,„//■», Dutch.] To treat wilh (harp language. 

5 ’ L Capoch’d your rabbins of the fynod. 

And (napp’d their canons with a why not. 

A furly ill-bred lord 

That chides and flaps her up at every word. 

To Snap. v.n. 

, To break fliort; to fall afundcr. 

Note the {hip’s fickneffcs, the maft 

Shak’d with an ague, and the hold and waift 

With a fait dropfy clogg’d ; and our tacklings 

Snapping, like to too high-ftretch’d treble firings. Donne. 

The backbone is divided into fo many vertebres for com¬ 
modious bending, and not one intire rigid bone, which, being 
0 f t hat length, would have been often in danger o {/napping in 
funder. Ray on the Creation. 

If your ftccl be too hard, that is, too brittle, if it be a 
forintr, it will not bow; but with the leaft bending it will 
fnap afunder. Moron’s Mech. Exer. 

The m kers of thefe needles Ihould give them a due tem¬ 
per; for if they are too foft they will bend, and if they 
are too brittle they fwp. Sharp’s Surgery. 

2. To make an effort to bite with eagernefs. 

If the young dace be a bait for the old pike, I fee no rea- 
fon but I may fnap at him. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

We fnap at the bait without ever dreaming of the hook 
that soes along with it. L'Ejlrange. 

Towzer fnaps 

At people’s heels with frothy chaps. 

Snap. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Ti e a£t of breaking with a quick motion. 

2. A greedy fellow. 

He had no fooner faid out his fay, but up rifes a cunning 
fnat, then at the board. L’Ejlrange. 

3. A quick eager bite. 

With their bills, thwarted eroffwife at the end, they would 
cut an apple in two at one fiap. Carew. 

4. A catch ; a theft. 

Snapdragon, or Calfs fnout. n.f. [ antirrhinum, Latin.] 

1. A plant. 

2. A kind of play, in which brandy is fet on fire, and raiftns 
thrown into it, which thofe who are unufed to the fport are 
afraid to take out; but which may be fafely fnatched by a quick 
motion, and put blazing into the mouth, which being clofed, 
the fire is at once extinguilhed. 

5. na'pper. n.f. [from fnap.] One who fnaps. 

My father named me Autolicus, being letter’d under Mer¬ 
cury; who, as I am, was likewife a Jnappcr up of unconfi- 
dcr’d trifles. Shakefp. IVinter's Tale. 

Sna'ppish. adj. [from fnap.] 

i. Eager to bite. 

The fnappijh cur, the paffenger’s annoy, 

Clofe at my heel with yelping treble flies. Swift. 

They lived in the temple; but were fuch fnappijh curs, that 
they frighted away moft of the votaries. Spefiatcr. 

I.. Peevifh ; {harp in reply. 

Sna'ppishly. adv. [from fnappijh ] Peeviflfiy; tartly. 

Sna'ppishn fss. n.f [from fnappijh.] Peevifhncfs ; tartnefs. 

SnapsaCK. n.f. [fnappfack, Swcdifli ] A foldier’s bag. 

Snare, n. f [ fnara, Swcdifli and Ill 
fnoor, Dutch.] 


Blandick; fiare, Danifli; in 


1. Any thing fet to catch an animal; a gin; a net. 

O poor haplefs nightingale, thought I, 

How fweet thou fing’ft, how near the deadly fiare. Milton. 

2. Any thing by which one is intrapped or intangled. 

This I (peak for your own profit, not thaf I may caft a 
fiare upon you. 1 Cor. vii. 3 5. 

A fool’s mouth is his deftruction, and his lips are the J'nare 
of his foul. Prov. xviii. 7. 

i ropound to thyfelf aconflant rule of living, which though 
it may not be fit to obferve ferupuloufly, left it become a fiare 
to thy confcience, or endanger thy health, yet let not thy rule 
be broken Taylor’s Rule of living holy. 

ror thee ordain’d a help, became thy fiare: Milton. 

Beauty, wealth, and wit. 

And prowefs, to the pow’r of love fubmit; 

T he fpreadingyWc for all mankind is laid, 

And lovers all betray, or are betray’d. Dryden 

tangle RE ' *' [ from the aoun ’J To intra PJ to ini 
Glo’fler’s fhcvv 

Beguiles him, as the mournful crocodile 
Vuh forro wfiares relenting paffengers. Shakefp. H VI 
1 he wjeked is fiared in the work of his own hands. Pf. i x . 
Warn all creatures from thee 

that too heav’nly form, pretended 

To SNA R lfh falfh ?° r d ’ f" are * hcm - Milton’s Paradife Lojl. 
SiNARL v.n. [/barren, Dutch.] J 

° growl as an angry animal; to gnarre. 

What! were you fiarling all before I came, 

ca ) to catch each other by the throat, 

a turn you all your hatred now on me? Shakefp. R. HI. 
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He is born with teeth ! 

And fo I was; which plainly fignify'd 

That I fliould fnarl, and hits, and play the dog. Sbak.H.Vl. 

The flic’s even of the favage herd are fafe : 

All, when they fnarl or bite, have no return 

But courtflfip from the male. Dryden's Don Scbajhan. 

Now, for the bare pick’d bone of majefty, 

Doth dogged war briftlc his angry creft. 

And fiarleth in the gentle eyes of peace Shakefp. K. John. 
An angry cur 

Snarls while he feeds. Dryd. and Lee’s 0 .dipus. 

2. To fpeak roughly; to talk in rude terms. 

’Tis malicious and unmanly to fnarl at the little lapfes of a 
pen, from which Virgil himfelf {lands not exempted. Dryden. 
The honeft farmer and his wife. 

Two years declin’d from prime of life. 

Had ftruggled with the marriage-noofe. 

As almoft ev’ry couple does : 

Sometimes my plague! fometimes my darling ! 

Killing to-day, to-morrow fiarling. Prior. 

Where haft thou beenfnar/ing odious truths, and entertain¬ 
ing company with difeourfe of their difeafes ? Congreve. 

To Snarl, v.a. To intangle; to embarrafs. I know not 
that this fenfe is well authorifed. 

Confufed ftarled consciences render it difficult to pull out 
thread by thread. Decay of Piety. 

Sna'rler. n.f. [from fnarl.] One who fnarls; a growling, 
furly, quarrelfomc, infulting fellow. 

Should ftupid libels grieve your mind. 

You foon a remedy may find; 

Lie down obfeure, like other folks, 

Below the lalh of fiarlers jokes. Swift. 

Sna'ry. adj. [from fiare.] intangling; infidious. 

Spiders in the vault their fia'-y webs have fpread. Dryden . 
Snast. n.f The fnuff of a candle. 

It firft burned fair, ’till fomc part of the candle was con- 
fumed, and the fawduft gathering about the fnajh, but then it 
made the fiajl big and long, and burn dufkifhly, and the candle 
wafted in half the time of the wax pure. Bacon s Nat. Hiftory. 
To SNATCH, v.a. [fnacken, Dutch] 

1. To feize any thing haftily. 

A virtuous mind Ihould rather wifti to depart this world 
with a kind of treatable diflolution, than to be fuddenly cut ofF 
in a moment; rather to be taken than fnatched away from the 
face of the earth. ' Hooker. 

Death, 

So f latch'd, will not exempt us from the pain. Milton. 

Life’s ftream hurries all too faft: 

In vain fedate reflections wc would make. 

When half our knowledge we muft fiatcb, not take. Pope. 

She Jhatch’d a flieet of Thule from her bed : 

Sudden fhc flies, and whelms it o’er the pyre; 

Down fink the flames. Pope's Dunciad. 

They, failing down the ftream. 

Are J.hatch'd immediate by the quick-ey’d trout 
Of darting falmon. Thomfon's Summer. 

2. To tranfport or carry fuddenly. 

He had fcarce performed any part of the office of a bifliop 
the diocefs of London, when he was fiatcbcd from thence 

and promoted to Canterbury. Clarendon. 

Oh nature ! 

Inrich me with the knowledge of thy works. 

Snatch me to heaven. ' Thomfon's Autumn. 

1 o Snatch., v. v. 1 o bite, or catch eagerly at fomething. 
Lords will not let me: if I had a monopoly on’t, they 
would have part on’t; nay, the ladies too will be fhatching. 

__ _ _ Shake/p. K ng Lear. 

He fhzn f latch on the right hand, and be hungry. If. ix. 20. 

Lycus, fwifter of his feet, 

Runs, doubles, winds and turns, amidft the war; 

Springs to the walls, and leaves his foes behind. 

And Jnatches at the beam he firft can find. Dryden’s /En 
Snatch. n.J. [from the verb.] 

1. A hally catch. 

2. A (hort fit of vigorous aclion. 

After a ftiower to weeding a fnatch ; 

Moreeafily weed with the root to difpatch. TufTer. 

3. A final 1 part of any thing; a broken part. 

She chaunted f latches of old tunes. 

As one incapable of her own diftrefs. Shakefp. Ham’ct. 
In this work attempts will exceed performances, it bcintr 
eompofed by fnatches of time, as medical vacations would 

. P A r ! ait , . Brawn’s Vulgar Errours. 

4. A broken or interrupted a£lion ; a Ihort fit. 

The fnatches in his voice. 

And burft of fpeaking were as his. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 
how hL t 7 and > / ' A "S fo tha * ^ is not conceivable 
Ltuitv y , St Ce ""'I 0 3 "T 0 "’ Which ’ ^ re - lfo " ^ its per- 
^ We h.T ft f C r T f r r nd eqUaI ’ Akins'sDerdalus. 

in hl ' n J ,Ul \fr Ubes of funfllinc fair weather 

m the moft uncomfortable parts of the year. Sp,Bator. 
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